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1650 convert.1 There was good reason why he could not stay on the hill, and as the day wore on his spirits rose at the prospect of forcing a battle. So far he had had the better of his great adversary, and now the omens were happier than ever. " Leslie missed the best chance that ever man had of beating Oliver Cromwell because he had just before beaten Oliver Cromwell so thoroughly."2

Sometime on the morning of Monday the Scots began their descent. The Doon hill on its north-east side fell steeply to the glen of the Brock or Spot burn, a grassy gully about forty feet deep. This ravine became shallower at one point about a mile and a half from the burn's mouth, where a cart-track crossed it beside a small cottage. There it ran mainly due east, but lower it bent again to the north and was crossed by the highroad to Berwick. In all its lower course the ravine was flattened out, and that part of the Doon which lay south and east of it was a gentle slope where cavalry could operate. North of the highroad, bounded on the east by the burn, lay the policies and house of Broxmouth, belonging to Lord Roxburgh. The English forces on the Monday lay across the peninsula, with their left resting on Broxmouth, and with an outpost in the cottage in the Brock bum glen. They expected attack, and that portion of the 7500 foot and 3500 horse which was not on duty at the harbour stood to their arms.

During the afternoon it became plain that the Scots were astir. The many cornets bearing the cross of St Andrew and the motto " Covenant, Religion, King, and Kingdom " were slowly moving down the hill. Presently news came that the outpost at the mouth of the ravine had been seized by the enemy. Oliver, having written his letter to Haselrig, went into Dunbar to dine, and when he returned after four o'clock he watched with Lambert the Scots' doings. Beyond doubt Leslie was preparing to offer battle. He was drawing up the bulk of his troops

1  This seems to have been Lord Orrery's view, Art of War, 149.

2  Douglas, op. cit., 106.   The evidence for the pressure of the Committee is Burnet, who was Wariston's nephew (Own Time, I. 64-5); Baillie, III. Ill; Oliver himself, L andS,, II. 113 ; and Major White's statement in the House, C. J., VI. 464.